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Cover: Earth is soaked in transposase genes!
DNA sequences in 187 ecosystems from diﬀerent environments in our planet, including oceans, lakes, soil, acid mines,
and animal guts, were analyzed. Out of 10 million protein-coding genes from sequenced genomes and metagenomes,
genes encoding transposases were found to be by far the most prevalent genes in nature. Classically considered to be
selﬁsh genes, these genes are able to secure their own replication and dissemination, which guarantees that they will thrive
as long as nucleic acid-based forms exist. For further information please see the article by Aziz et al., Nucleic Acids Res.,
2010, 38, 4207–4217.